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BPW members, friends and special guests Kerry McCarthy MP Bristol East and Maureen Godfrey, 
President BPW Southern Region enjoyed a memorable evening at the Hilton Hotel, Aztec West in 
Bristol on 6th March when we all gathered to celebrate International Women’s Day and BPW 
International’s clubs and members around the world.   
 
JoAnne was responsible for Management Education at Digital Equipment Corporation after coming 
to Geneva from Canada. She graduated from Carleton university in Sociology and has studied 
International Co-operation, Dramatherapy and Transactional Analysis. Her early career includes 
managing humanitarian projects in Niger, Indonesia, Nepal and Haiti, teaching Sociology and 
Organization Development at Colleges in Toronto, Montreal and Geneva.  JoAnne has regular 
speaking engagements for corporations, professional networks and conferences, and has earned 
praise for her practical inspiration on a range of personal effectiveness topics: Capitalizing on Social 
Intelligence, Successful Networking, Striking a Private-Professional Balance, Women Mean 
Business and Marketing Brand Me.  She has dual bases in Geneva and the Cotswold’s UK.  
JoAnne truly operates on a global basis! 
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Key Secrets she shared with us…… …… 
 

·  You are your own best business 
card 

·  Make a positive first impression 
·  Be distinct or be extinct! – Tom 

Peters  
·  Make a unique contribution 
·  Get noticed 

The “Brand Me” laws 
 

1. Specialization 
2. Recognition  
3. Enthusiasm 
4. Distinctiveness 
5. Visibility  
6. Authenticity 
7. Persistence  
8. Goodwill 

 
 
 

  
Kerry McCarthy MP Bristol East BPW members and guests 

enjoying the atmosphere 

 
Dr Lena Madesin Phillips from USA founded BPW International in 1930.  Today we recognise our 
international heritage by performing a candle lighting ceremony which is repeated across the world 
in over 80 countries where there are BPW members.  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Dr Lena Madesin Phillips 
Founder of BPW International  

 
JoAnne Freeman 

Candle lighting links us around the world 

 
 


